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JhiL'jter 6 - ^ecti 


on 


Alexander memorial Presbyter! 


Church - 
ton y Bottom. 


-*s there was no ?resbvto7.<„r, 

fresoy.erion organisation nest of the 

. "" : 4V ‘ r ““ “ there - ere lrtenbers 

■ • cxo.e around *m TO od or .tony Bottoo aa it *es hater oaUe 

11 wes deenied advisable tc organize th P , 

o nze tnese members into a c CI> 

firflTD _^ w ~ir 


-rate organization or church. 


-J.eir membership was held at 


a w w aawjlvA 

6 7 UhUIOh 3t " reenban,: . *»*„ Church at nun^re and 

—nton Church at Clinton, fro Q vhich points they 

separated by auch obstacles ca to prevent alnost uholly the! 
attendance at the servioea of these churches. 

fherefor. the Presbytery of Greenbrier at Its sprin- 
asssion uhioh has held in hlk City, toy 9 - 12 , leS4 oraered 

-v^.i_cliot ,,ev. j. M . Sloan .0 visit the field during 

r* SU '" er Elt h the of Rising a Church should the 

accordingly, he began a series of services 

in the school house on the nigh* of ..ujust 6. 18M and 

. L "“ ” ; ' S - Ci h Kith ouch poser until the night of 

august 16, 163 c. 

° n —ugust 17, 166* ^riftwcod church \.cs 

• • ^ ••••v. J. L. Bloan assist ca ; ;■ ,._v. 

Uriler *- lth “ ixtte a rs enrolled. fhe following n«mb«rs 

Jj ' 0u r.iflcate from ter -lurch, -un.iore/ 


; *-y he clear. 


.r.lex- 



- ^OL..;int£lS j OUli 


ty 

j~r. K. JDysard 
Lrs. L. ii. ^yst rd 
i.iss -ossie -jysard 
Liss Claudia ^ysard 

► 

iuT s • —• L. I.jG e!:s 

Lrs. Cora nay . - 

Ill's. Hannah McLaughlin 
« ‘ 

. Mrs. Haney McCloud 

Hi's. Ilary Tollman 
Mrs • Partlienia McLaughlin 

The following persons were received from Liberty Church 

at ^reenbank by certificate: 

Mr. .alien Jalford 


Mrs. llanoy Gal ford 

Mr. John H. Moyle was received from the Harlinton 
Presbyterian *hurch and Mrs. Mary Llisa Galford from the i:. L 
^iiurch -out!.. Mr. T. H. Leeks ar.d Liss Blanche I.cLau r.lin 
•ere received on profession of their faith in Christ. 

j-L'cse persons saving entered into a covenant xo walk 
''°;, e '-her as an oij&nized church on the principles and orders 
-j. '-ue ^resoyterian church, tlien proceeded to elect officers. 
*-r. n. n. uy sard .ho was a ruling elder in the bunr.ore church 
v-s unanimously chosen us elder and duly installed. Lr. J. 
*" ^oyle v.as elected a de. con but his ordination end inst- 
-slution '..ere postponed to • future date that he might have 
per our.i ty zo acquaint himself with the requirements and 
-i_o 01 t;.e office and the oonfession of Faith. 
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should be Jriftwood. ! ***^HBB 

judpe Julies ..arvviok puvo the church a choice of tv.o 
locations for 0 church building. One locution v.ts on the 
•>111 ..here .-r. I. B. Bumgardner's house now stands, the other 
v.ss up the road on ~lk .uick nun where the present church stands. 
The church building was started about a year after the organ¬ 
ization. Several years elapsed before the building was con- 
‘ pleted. "he church records do not show in v.hat year the 
building was dedicated but it was thought to be about august, 

.nev. B. F. Alexander who was stated supply at the tine 
of the organization died Fay 6, 1695 before the church was 
built. He is buried at Greenbank in the church yard at 

i'he dedicatory sermon was preached by the Lev. J. F. 
Sloan. Rev. Henry McLaughlin was then a seminary stu- 

dent supplying the church during the summer months. 

On July 14, 1901 at a meeting of the session a mo¬ 
tion was made to call a congregational meeting for the fourth 
Sunday of ..ugust to ascertain the sentiment of the congrega¬ 
tion as to changing the name of Driftwood Church to Alex¬ 
ander i-emorinl Church in memory of Rev. H. F. Alexander who 
was so active in promoting the organization and building of 
the church. The records do not show that the name was 
changed although in one instance it was spoken of as 
-Alexander Memorial Chapel, after which it was called Drift- 

it 

wood. 
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In i.ay 1*31, the pastor Rev. J. T. Pherr celled another 

congregational meeting and it was decided bp a large vote to 

change the name to Alexander -memorial Church. 

In May 1905 a congregational meeting was held for the 

purpose or electing a ruling elder and deacon, the elder Mr. 

* 

a. K. Jys rd having moved from the vicinity. Mr. John K. 

Doyle was elected elder and llr . K. W. Meeks was elected deacon. 

. * Both officers were duly ordained and installed. 

'.Then Alexander Memorial Church was organized, it was 
grouped with the Presbyterian Churches at uunrnore and Creen- 
benk. several years later it was changed and grouped with 
Linwood and -.lingo and in 1930 it was again changed and grouped 
with Cass. 

For a number of years until 1930 mission points of the 
church were Clover Lick, Poage Lane and Thomas Bpring school 

house on Clover Creek. 

In ^ugust, 1929 Lev. 0. N. Miles assisted oy Lev. Fred 
... Gray held a series of revival meetings. As a result of 
these services eighteen new members were added to the church. 
Three of these were adu.ts and the rest were young people. 

In A pril 1930, Rev. 0. N. Miles who had been pastor ror 
abc^t twelve peers moved to Marlinton to take over some new 
work. Alexander Memorial Church which had been grouped with 
the Linv.ood-Mingo field was now grouped with Cass f and the 
pastor from that church, Rev. James T. Pharr took over — is work 
Lev. Pharr has held a revival each year with the exception oi 

The ministers assisting him have been: 


one. 
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.;ev 


Rev. 

Rev. 

Rev. 


J- 2. Wilson of ooarbro, Vtl . 

0- 0 . rount of Huttonsville, Va 
-i. H. Brown of Bonceverte, Va. 

Carlin Curry of Lewleburg, Va . 


* 1 % 


. leers of zho ciiupch; 

luinipters end students 
ftev. F* ^lexajzsder 


1894 - 1695 


nev. H. .7. McLaughlin, J.D. student le 86 


»f ft 


• .Rev. R. s. F u it 2 - 
•“ ev# W. Bain - 


pastor 1900 - 1904 

1904 - 1906 
1907 - 1909 


>ieV ‘ B> Hannah < student ) date unknown 


Rev. H. H. Leach 
Rev. V/. P. Gibbs 


-‘Sv. ... p. Gibbs - pastor 
J. Flint ( student) 

Rev. o. N. Miles - pastor - 
riev . J . r. Pharr 


until about 1916 


1917 

1916 - 1950 
1930 - to present 


■ nisters fron the KarUnton Presbyterian Church the preache, 
at Alexander U-sorUl when that church was without a pastor 

(• C. Vt . 


were: 


Rev. Vq. t. Price 
Rev. a. w. Hickell 


i,ev . J. M. Valk 


er 


■lders: 




Lysard 


1894 - 1905 
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i ..r • John i^oyle 

John H. Havener 

^eocons: 

Hr. John ^oylo 
• L. .«• Leeks 
iuTm ire d McLaughlin 
Paul Havener 

* i » 

Mr. OtLo Jhields 
Trustees: 


lfrCI - 1938 
ISC: - present 

165- 1905 
19 C; - present 
Present 




i‘ir. John^H. Hevener 
i-^r • John ^oyle 
i -r. Guy Tallman 

history of the church for the year 1935-1937 
Pastor - -ttev. James Timothy Pharr 

^' V]e - irst important event in the history of this church 
during „he year 1936 was the spring meeting of Presbytery which 
/.L.lh in the Kuttonsville Church in .-^pril, Alexander . en- 
ori^i s represented by Mr. John H. iJoyle. .*^t this meeting 
-tresbytery was invited to meet at cJtony 3otton for the fall 
meeting on oept. 29. The members of the congregation soon 
be^n to plan as to what repairs should b6 made on the church 
bjilding end lawn. The paster presented the church with a . 

c,jCClC J ° r 1 iPby dollars to oe _sed as the session desired for 
^ep. iring and painting. It w-s decided that a part of the 
n,oney Si ’- oul<i bo used to buy paint and that the nen of the 
congregation would apply it tc the exterior. Lumber was 
purchased and the building uni -irpinr.od. Cn several different 








*oochontus County 



Jays the non hauled rocks and dirt end leveled off the ltwn. 

The ..Oman's .-.uxiliary had some money in the treesury to 
be used for the church. The amount res small so the ladies 
decided a nev.' pulpit chair fas needed most of all. ^fter 
looking ct catalogs of church furniture, it wcs discovered that 

there was not enough money to byy a chair. One or the members 

* • 

donated some nice oak and a carjienter in the community made a 

* v 

chair and communion table. other minor repairs v.ere made. 

The last day of July the pastor commenced a ten day 
revival meeting. several children were baptised and ..ree 

joined the church . 

During the month of Lay, the community had the iletsure 
of having v.ith them iiiss Margaret Pritchard, a medical mission¬ 
ary to Lores who gave a very interesting lecture about her 
wort. On another occasion ..ev. -d Currie a missionary to 

China told cf his work. 


m the second ounduy in September, the ..ev. Henry ... 
nchauy.iin, ^.D. preached at this churoh. On otpt* 29, Presby¬ 
tery c -nvened at 1:30 P.L. This was the first time such a 
meeting had ever been held at utony -etton. -here was a good 


attendance of dele *utes and several guests. Dev. J. k. ^y- 

mnstricker, a missionary heme on furlouyh from Brazil, was 

cl-.cted i.mderator. other .guest speakers were: Dr. nlately 


.motor of ‘he Tl rst -resbyterian Church in ctsunton, Virginia 
-nd -.ov. Currie, ‘rom whins. this meeting I~r• «?• K* ->0; le 


•* V w 


his nee 


to no.-iinnted as a uclegate to general assembly which meets 

. t ..c.’.ti’L a t, ..orth Carolina. 
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i t•. ry or the churoh 1037 - i 93e 

cuc ° r th <* ruling elders jr j , 

* -'oyle, had the priv- 

' bel "‘ : &nC ° f th6 «P™>entat Ives of .reenbrier , res . 

t0 '‘ e Jea * m —'-hlch met at i.ontreet, berth 
" ar ° lnL ln “ ay - June ls > *»>«• the congregation tts 

^^oi.ij 1 jd for divine vorshin * r* ~ n 

. worship, l_r. noyle S lvo a report or his 

t dcndsnos to tii6 d^sernbly* 

u:i dli:j f 20 * i:r * H * G. -rwin, an elder of f e f i P • . 

*.est * A U1 ^elem ^l.urch 

W '““ n v;h0 iG chairman of the Presbytery’s Con- 

-i.-.istero* annuity it;.a, addresead th* ccnrrt 3 a- 

tion U;oa • - iab J eot * Session discussed tie ohurm.e'a 

iuotu of one hundred eighty-nine doliars end decided that it 
mould he impossible to raise that lar G e amount, so the t.uott 
v.ss lowered to one hundred forty dollars. i'he -ession ap- 
pemteu a committee to canvass the members and see hos much 
-a-- could be obtained. Members of the committee were: 
joyle, Li. raul iievener, i..iss i-ary r-evener. fhe result. 

°* " i ‘ c canvass v.as one hundred twenty-six dollars, obtained 

ia pleujes r.d cash. Seventy dollcrs end fifty cents being 

prid in cash. 

-his session meeting; the time for the revivll meeting 
••as 11 scussed, a r.d it v:as decided to be jin this meeting on 
ily «-8, with -.ev. l. C. Brown of -.enick, ..est Virgin:: assist- 
i-. the pastor, .lev• James r. ir rr. This meeting resulted in 

seventeen persons mt- Icing a profession of faith. 





-9- 


* J ocuhontas County 


0n Oct. 28 , 10 38 
loss in the death of Mr. 
neraber of the church. 


‘he Chur* uni community sustained a real 
■ TOhn Uoyle > v; h° "us the last charter 


-n„ s January, 1 939 Dr . T. fh. stirrua, a medical Ca¬ 
nary to -fries s ?oke In the church to the school children. 

t0 the aiUltS 0f the He told or some of his 

interesting experiences in Africa as a physician. The 

foreign mission offering during January has ten dollars and 
five cents. 

In 1958 there here eighty-one quarts of fruit canned and 
sent to the Javis Stuart School. Nearly every family took 

part in helping with this. The home mission offering has 

sixteen dollars. 
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..°wen»s -uxiliary. 

... I “ r ° taUary 1931 ’ '• *• *»» •nd ixs. ». l .cnroc, 

president, net with the Indies of the church for 

i crpose or organizing a nomen's auxiliary. Liss Cornelit 

elects! president, Mrs. I. Be Bumgardneri Vice-pres. 

liss - ar^ ..cvener, oecretary, and Mrs. D. L. Beverage, frees. 

• • • 

"~' J t ;e ^irst group of women ever to be organized at otony 

Bottom : or cnurch work; of any kind although in previous years 
the women had been active in their interest for the welfare of 
the church. They helped raise money to paint the church both 
inside and out. They collected money to bpy a new Bible and new 
hymn books. 

In 1234 the ladies of the church saved their Sunday eggs and 


bought hymn books for the church.... 




r.t this tine there were twenty members in the auxiliary, 
but only eight could be called active members of the auxiliary. 
They were very generous in ell of their benevolent gifts. 

Lore interest was taken by the ladies during the year 
i937-38. They filled one hundred quart jars with fruit, honey 
and vegetables for the -<avis otuart Jchool. Ten dollars was 
given to the Ministers' .annuity Fund. The women saved their 
e ;gs on the Sunday preceeding Master and gave the money for 
church repairs. 

In Feb. 1239 the auxiliary met at the home of Mrs. 
-..ields for the purpose of electing officers. The following 

were elected: 


xTtsideni - Virginia Kevener 

" _>• lEnpnc. - ns. f? "p! !in.kjaii.i(hlin 


Main lli 0n8 


4.50 
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iL:ere is no record to show 

or > 1 ’ ' ,hen the -unday School was 

or^anUed but therp hr.«, v 

6en a • jUn day school at otony bottom 

since Defore 1879. The . 

' st ‘■'Undey school was held in an 

° C 01 h ° Use ,v!lictl stood near where the road crosses 
lick .nun .ti^ht near the town of Stony Bottom. kr. B. R 

7 e ,..is i..e i irst superintendent that anyone now living 


°~ n er..ember. Hr. B. H. Barnett was Superintendent for 
-bout t.\enty years. Other Superintendents have been: 

Moore, . R. Hevener, J. K. Doyle and Fred *~cLau ;hlin, 
tne present superintendent. Teachers were: Mr. and lirs. 
Dysard, '.V. R. Moore f and J. H. Doyle. 

The teachers for 1935-36 were as follows: 

John R. Eevener - Bible Class 
Miss Mary Hevener - Senior girls 
Paul Hevener - Senior bojrs 

Hiss Cornelia Pritchard - Intermediate 
Miss Virginia Hevener - Juniors 
Mrs. Fred McLaughlin - Primary 

Owing .to distance and bad roads the Jundcy School was 

not continued through the winter months until about the year 

of 1915 when it became an ” evergreen” Sunday School and has 

continued so until the present time. 

In January, 1938 the members of the onnday -»chocl voted 

to have -unday -chool i t two o’clock P. 1.1. during the vinter 

months, as .his hour v.as more convenient for those who lived 
at a distance. 




m cm m * «>, 


2.00 

















